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than 50 per cent were women. Of the whole number, 35
per cent came from national minorities, mostly Asiatic.
There were representatives of thirty-nine nationalities. The
students' organisations are of three kinds, political, professional,
and cultural. The political includes members of the Party and
Komsomol. The latter accounts for 35 per cent of the
students. Their work is to make all the students politically
conscious, to see that Party directions are carried out, and to
obtain new members. Students belong to the professional union
of the work in which they will be engaged on completing their
course. Most of them here will belong to the Educational
Workers' Union, of which there is a branch in the academy.
The cultural organisation arranges for leisure occupations. Here
are to be found the usual art, literary, drama, sports, music,
and other societies. There is an editorial committee for the
wall-newspaper, and another for the academy's news-sheet,
which is a printed one. Both the wall-newspaper and the
news-sheet are vehicles for self-criticism. Here are aired all
grievances against other students, staff, administration, and
particularly the kitchen committee. Subscriptions to the
unions have been greatly reduced. A maintenance grant of 100
roubles a month involves a due of 20 kopecks a month, a
grant of 150 roubles incurs 50 kopecks a month. (1 roubfe==
100 kopecks.)
The students live in hostels some ten minutes* walk from the
academy. When I was there, building was going on, the weather
was already hot, and my chief impression was of dust, which
was all-pervading. The hostel was characterised by a bareness,
by a lack of beauty, either in design or colour, and by a lack of
space, yet it showed a great improvement on 1932. 1 ana certain
the improvement will continue, but it will be many years foefoi'e
university hostels in the U.S.S.R, approach our conception of
students* quarters. To house thousands of students aclequatdy,
where before the Revolution the demand for
was hifhwtesimftl> would be a task of years, even
riett i& materials and skilled workers. When tfee TOtifcwf m

